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promised an inquiry1, and a commission investigated the
enclosures made within the preceding thirty years in certain
Midland counties. The acreage affected by the enclosing
movement has been calculated at 2-53 per cent, of the total
area surveyed : it was nearly 4! per cent, in Northampton-
shire alone 2. The percentage may appear small but the
returns of the commissioners were incomplete, and in any
case a percentage of the whole area fails to give an adequate
notion of the amount of suffering and dislocation which
occurred in particular localities. Local disorders still con-
tinued in different parts of the country 3, and Moore's attack
upon ' greedy decayers of tillage ' recalled the vehemence
of the early Tudor pamphleteers *. At the end of the reign
Parliament repealed the Statutes of Tillage 5, apparently to
prevent them being used as a pretext for extorting money
from offenders.

The               The personal government of Charles I. was marked by

an unwonted vigour in all spheres of social policy 5o.    Under

went of the leadership of Strafford and Laud a new spirit was
breathed into the administration of the laws, which were
probably more stringently executed during the decade
1630-1640 than in any other period in the sixteenth or
seventeenth century. The Privy Council was engaged during
these years in a sustained effort to cope with the problem of
destitution 6, but it was not content merely to relieve poverty,
and it sought to strike at the root of unemployment in so
far as this was due to the conversion of arable into pasture.
It issued an order for laying open new enclosures unless the
owner should consent to a decree in Chancery binding him
not to decay any farm-houses nor lessen tillage 7. It also
instructed the justices of the peace in the Midland counties
1 Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. Nos. 1041 and 1042.
The Articles of Inquiry are printed in Hist. MSS. Comm. Buccleuch, iii.
119-120,
1 The percentages were : Warwick, 0*93 ; Leicester, 2-32; Northants,
4-30; Bucks, 1-48; Beds, 3-32; Hunts, 3-29: Gay, "The Midland
Revolt " in Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, N.S. xviii. 233.
8 Acts of the Privy Council, 1613-1614, pp. 92 (Wiltshire), 394 (Surrey).
See also ibid. 1618-1619, p. 395.
*  Moore, A Target for Tillage (1612), 51.
5 1624 : Statutes, iv. part ii. 1239.
*a Cf. supra, Introduction, pp. Ixv-lxvi.           6 Infra, vol. iii. 449 seq.
*  Nov. 1630 : State Papers Domestic, 1631-1633, p. 47.